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pro 90C (Rev 10/03) 


Notic of Absndonment 


Applicati nN 
09/540.201 


Examiner 
Thanh Lam 


Applicant(s) 
BITSCHE ET AL 


ArtUnlt 
2834 


This application is abandoned in view of: 

(a) □ A reply was received on (wim a "-erOTt^ie o ^onthfs)) which expired on . 

(b) □ A proposed reply was received or, , but does rK. V 

(d) S No reply has been received. 

.□.pp,.„Vs*re.o...,pa,.er...ed,ss.e^^^^^^^^^^^ 

from the mailing date of the Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85). . transmission dated 

<''°::::^-":*^rarr:rrJsrs^5!^rirc^^^ 

Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(b) □ The submitted fee ol $ is insufficient- A »' '= ^ . , ^ „ , ,8,h, $ 

T^e issue fee requi^ by 37 CFR 1 .18 is $_. The pubiic^on fee. * requrred by 37 CFR 1.18(d), $__• 

(c) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, has not been received. 
3.DAppiicanVs,ailu.to«r.e,y«le corrected d,a^ngsasre,uiredby.and-in*e.hree-™n,h ported setin,,heNot^o, 

,)DpC— ,w.aCert.cateo,MallingorTrans.,ssio„dated__).whichis 

after the expiration of the period for reply, 
(b) □ No corrected drawings have been received. 
.□The lenerofexpressabandon.en,whlchis Signed bytheattoneyorasentof record, the assl^neooftheentlrelnte^ 

the applicants. 

5 DTholener of express abandonment Which issigned by an anontey or agentlactlnglnarepresentaBvecapadty under 37 CFR 
1 .34(a)) upon the filing Of a continuing application. 

M ,„^«n anri hpcause the period for seeking court review 

6 □ The decision by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interference rendered on and because P 

of the decision has expired and there are no allowed claims. 

7. S The reason(s) below: 

a telephone call or, 1 1/14/2003 to Vincent J. Sunderdick, and left rhessage as the result of no return call. 

Thanh Lam 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit: 2834 

„...„.,.„.v.u..37CFR1.137,a,.,b,.o.re,ue3....dra..eh .dln.ofa.nd.n,en..der37CPRV 
, minimiz any negat ivp effects on patent temi. ■ ^ ^ ^ 

U.S. Patent and Trademarti Office »■ tjreofAband nment 

PTOL-1432 (Rev. 04-01) 


NOnCE OF OFFICE PLAN TO CEASE SUPPLYING COPIES OF OTED U^^^ 
''^"SfSeS Wira OFRCE ACT^S^Ajro 
ALTERNATIVE OF PROVIDING US. PA 1 bM 


Summary 


Tl,. United States Patent and TrademaA Office (Office or USPTO) plans m the neax fiiture to: 
m c^ oTu.S, patents and US. patent application publ.caf ons (US paten 

feS^rOffice actions except for citations made during the intematjonal stage of an 
■SlappUcaUon^derdje.^^^^^^^^^ 

Z";:Sl*theresu.tsinanoticewhich,«1.^^^^ 

for reexamination proceedings. 

Description of Pilot Project to Provide Electronic Access to Cited U.S. Patent 
References 

on Decentb^ 1, 2003, the Office will make — "e^^^^^^^^^ ^S^us' 
Office's private PAIR system, -—^^^l^^:^^^^^^^ PAIR 
patent application publi<^.ons. m n^^^^^^ 

to download some or all of the U.S. patents ana U.S. pawn r application 

examiner on form PTO-892 in Office ^['''^-^'^^.'^^J^Tmof^^S- The retrieval 
publications submitted by applicants on f'Tl^^lj'^^oJH step with the documents 
of some or all of the documents may be Perfomed m one l^^^, the 

encoded as Adobe Portable Document fomat (.pdf) f^^™;''^^ 
current page-by-page retrieval capability from other USPTO systems. 


war " • 


Steps to Use the New E-Patent Reference Feature During the Pilot Project and 
Thereafter 

Access to private PAIR is required to utilize E-Patent Reference. If you don't already have 
access to private PAIR, the Office urges practitioners and applicants not J^^™'^ 
practitioner, to take advantage of the transition penod to obtam a no-cost USPTO f^u^f^ 
Castruch,^ (PKD digital certificate, obtain a USFTO customer number, associa^^l of the,r 
Sng and new application filings with their customer number, mstall no-cost software 
S«i^y the oL) required to access private PAR and E-Patent Referent f^^^^ 

Se app^riate arrangements for Internet access. TTe fi:ll instmcnons t^^^^'^^^J^ 
Llal certificate are amiable at the Office's Electronic Business Center (EBC) web page at _ 
y pv/.hr/dnwnloads.hlml> . Notethatanotarizedsignaturewllberequrredto 

obtain a digital certificate. 

To get a Customer Number, download and complete the Customer Number Request form^ PTO- 
SB125 at- httn-//www.usDto.go v/w^b/fnrms/sb0125.pdf. The completed form can then be 
SdfciSi^^^^ at (703) 308-2840, or mailed to the 

address on the form. If you are a registered attorney or patent agent. *en your re^^tration 
number must be associated with your customer number. This is accomplished by addmg your 
registration number to the Customer Number Request form. A descnption of associating a 
customer number with an application is described at the EBC web page at: 
http://www .us ptQ.gov/ebc/registration pair.html. 

The E-Patent Reference feature will be accessed using a new button on the private PAIR screen. 
Ordinarily all of the cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent appUcation publication referenc^ wiU be 
available over the Internet using the Office's new E-Patent Reference feature^ The siz« of *e 
references to be downloaded will be displayed by E-Patent Reference '^^^'f^;^^'^^^^^^ 
be estimated. Applicants and registered practitioners can select to download all ^ "^"^^^ 
or any combination of cited references. Selected references will be downloaded as comple e 
documents as Adobe Portable Document Format (.pdf) files. For a limited penod of time jie 
USPTO will include a copy of this notice with Office actions to encourage apphcants to use this 
new feature and. if needed, to take the steps outlined above in order to be able to uUlize this new 
feature during the pilot and thereafter. 

During the two-month pilot, the Office will evaluate the stability and capacity of the E-Patent 
Reference feature to reliably provide electronic access to cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent 
application pubUcation references. While copies of U.S. patent and U.S. patent applica^on 
publication References cited by examiners will continue to be mailed -^h Office^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
tiie pilot project, applicants are encouraged to use the pnvate PAIR and the E-Patent Reference 
Se to dLiy access and download cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent application 
publication references so the Office will be able to objectively evaluate its performance^ The 
public is encouraged to submit comments to the Office on the usabihty and performance of the 
E-Patent Reference feature during the pilot. Further, during the pilot penod register^ 
practitioners, and applicants not represented by a practitioner, are encouraged to expenment with 
Sie feature, develop a proficiency in using the feature, and establish new internal Processes for 
using the new access to the cited U.S. patents and U.S. patent apphcation publications to prepare 
for the anticipated cessation of the current Office practice of supplying copies of such cited 


references. The Office plans to continue to provide access to the E-Patent Reference 
during its evaluation of the pilot. 


Comments 

Comments concerning the E-Patent Reference feature should be in writing and directed to the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at the USPTO by electronic mail at eReference(5),uspto.gov or 
by facsimile to (703) 308-2840. Comments will be posted and made available for public 
inspection. To ensure that comments are considered in the evaluation of the pilot project, 
comments should be submitted in writing by January 15, 2004. 

Comments with respect to specific applications should be sent to the Technology Centers' 
customer service centers. Comments concerning digital certificates, customer numbers, and 
associating customer numbers with appUcations should be sent to the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at the USPTO by facsimile at (703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 

Implementation after Pilot 

After the pilot, its evaluation, and publication of a subsequent notice as indicated above, the 
Office expects to implement its plan to cease mailing paper copies of U.S. patent references cited 
during examination of non provisional applications on or after February 2, 2004; although copies 
of cited foreign patent documents, as well as non-patent literature, will still be mailed to the 
applicant until such time as substantially all appUcations have been scanned into IFW. 

For Further Information Contact 

Technical information on the operation of the IFW system can be found on the USPTO website 
at http7/www.uspto.gov/web/patents/ifw/index.html. Comments concerning the E-Patent 
Reference feature and questions concerning the operation of the PAIR system should be directed 
to the EBC at the USPTO at (866) 217-9197. The EBC may also be contacted by facsimile at 
(703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 


Date. 1^1 ij") 

Nicholas P. Godici 
Commissioner for Patents 
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The United States Patent and Trademark Office 
has changed certain mailing addresses 

Effective May 1, 2003 

United Stales Palenl and Trademark Office (USPTU) in pa en. 
organizations reporting to the Commissioner for Patents. 

DO NOT USE .he Washington DC 20231 and P^O Box 2327 '^^^ng.oa VA ^2202 ^d^^^^^ 
form, instruction or of/)er information. 

correspondence in patenf-related matters to organizations reporting to the Commissioner 
for Patents must now be addressed to. 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 




Special Mail Stop designations to replace Special Box designations 

Aiso effective May 1 , 2003. the USPTO is char^^^^^^ Sl^^^^^^^^^^^ now t.e 

Patents and Trademarks to corresponding Mail Stop designations ^e.y 

"Mail Stop 4"). 

°Te S|pTOs':?e at'S^S^eny^^ 

P...ors filing correspondence w„h ,he Office ^^-'f 

Via the United States Postal Service (USPS). 

Questions regarding the content of '^'V^ ' ^6 S^r"'' " 
Center at (703) 308-4357 or toll-free at 1-800-786-9199 


M, 3.=„d.e„. nied on or after ,he effecive *-o.d « ^^Jf;* ^^^^^^^^^ '(68 
R„,e: Changes To In,pleme„, Electron. Mam.en a O');^^';':;,^ 

3861 1 (Jane 30, 2003), posied on .he Office s ''^^^^f^J^f^^ replaces 
„i,h related information. The artendmem prac.tce " ^^^^^^^^^^ l^^^ NOTE: STRICT 

,he voluntas revised "-t^R^WD'stcFRTm^^ 

i^i^sr;?::::^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

PFMSFP ^M'^-'^^MFNT PRACTICE 

srsv^eiiocss^^^^^ 

image file wrapper. 

^^.^.nHa,.nK to the claims: K.noe to an existing claim, cancellation of a claim or submission of a new 

,)T.ecurrentstatusofa.lc.t.cla.msmt.a^^^^ 

withdrawn claims, must be g.ven m a ^.^^"^'^ '^'^^P " Amended) (canceled), (withdrawn), (new), 

the followmg seven status .denUf.ers: ' 7^ '^^^^^^^^^^^ iMin^Ma^^ must 

be submitted each lime any claim is amended. Canceled 

the cla,m number and status, w.thout presentmg th ^^^ ^U^^^^^^^^^ ' markmgs to md.cate 

C) The text of all claims bemgcurre^^ ^1 diate D^^^^^ The changes in any amended cla.m 

the changes that have been made relative to '1^^^;'^^^^^^^ n^atter) with 2 exceptions: (1) 
..ust be shown by underlming (for added ^ J „ , f i^mnrin: and (2) if 
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(5) Anv claims added by amendmem must be presenled m ihe cla.m lisling 

,exl of ihe claim musl not be underlined- ,„c„(ii„,. numerical order, Consecuiive canceled. 

,6, All of .he claims in .he cla.m lisnng '""^'^'f " , : Claims 1 - i (canceled)), 

or no. eniered, claims may be aggregaled in.o one sla.emeni (eg., li 

E,,m,U»of»s^^ 

Claims 1-5 (canceled) 

Claim 6 (previously presented): A bucket with a handle. 

Claim 7 (withdrawn): A handle comprising an elongated wire. 

Cla>m 8 (wUhdrawn): The handle of claim 7 further comprising a RlasUc grip. 

Claim 9 (currently amended): A bucket with a gfee« blue handle. 

Claim 10 (original): The bucket of claim 9 wherein the handle is made of wood. 

Claim 1 1 (canceled) 
Claim 12 (not entered) 

Claim 1 3 (new); A bucket with plastic sides and bottom. 

B) AmPnHmentstot hP specification: , presenting a replacement paragraph or 

Am7ndmentstothespecit;cat.on,mcludmg a An accompanying clean 

section or abstract marked up to show changes -^^f ^ or sections, including a new abstract 

■ The changes in any replacemen. paragraph "-"^^J^^^S 
added maner) or s.rike.hrough (for deleted '^'^^^ J^^^^^^^ 


number 14 as) 


n ^mrnTlir- " rlrawinP figures: .nt flanres which incorporate the desired changes and which 

Dra^ng changes must be made byTTesentmg replacement f^^g^^" ^"^'^^ ^ ^^^^er in the drawing amendments, 
eom ; vvuh /7 CFR . .84. An exp.anat.on of^^J^an^^ 
or remarks, section of the amendment, ^!^l^f^^^ff^^^ 

bem ^itl, annotations. Any replacement drau ,n sne ^^-^.^ version of the sheet, even 

':Annotatel^^ 

^^^^^^^^^^ notified of any required corrective action in the 

Questionsregard,ngthesubmissionofamendmen^.u^^^^^^^ 

directed to: Elizabeth Doughe^- or Gena J^": ^ S^^^^T^ or by phone at (703) 305-16 16. 

Office of Patent Legal Administration, by e-ma.l to i)atentiKaa_JL_^ 
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